
SAINT ROSE CHURCH ~ OCIA 

Are you interested in becoming Catholic? 

If you, or anyone you know, is interested in becoming Catholic, or is simply 

interested in the Good News of Jesus Christ, please contact:  Darlene Marks, 

330-545-4351 Ext. 3; dmarks@youngstowndiocese.org 

• Are you un-baptized but recognize a need for spirituality in your life? 

• Are you baptized Catholic but never received any formal religious 

education or have never been Confirmed? 

• Are you baptized into another denomination and want to become 

Catholic? 

• Are you married to a Catholic and attend Mass but just don’t know 

what the next step is to become one of the Catholic faithful? 

• Are you yearning for something more in your life? 

Order of Christian Initiation of Adults (O.C.I.A.) is a spiritual journey in faith to 

discover what it means to follow Jesus as a Catholic Christian and the joy and 

freedom that can result from journeying with Christ. Every year adults are 

welcomed into the Catholic Community through O.C.I.A. It is a learning and 

loving process in which conversion of the heart brings you to Jesus Christ 

who is our Lord and Savior. 

Is O.C.I.A. like taking a class or course? 

It is and it isn’t!  Most importantly, O.C.I.A. is a journey which helps a person 

figure out what God is saying to him or her at this point in life. The emphasis 

is on personal reflection, prayer, and service to the less fortunate. There are 

also formal presentations on subjects such as God, Jesus, the Sacraments, 

and the Scriptures. There are no quizzes or exams. 

What if I decide I’m not ready? 

Sometimes people begin the O.C.I.A. journey and, after several sessions, 

realize they are not ready to be received into the Church. There is no 

pressure to complete the process, and the door always remains open for 

them to return to the journey. 
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O.C.I.A. is for three groups of people: 

• Those who have never been baptized in any faith, 

• People who were baptized in another Christian faith, and 

• Baptized Catholics who have never received the Sacraments of 

Confirmation and Eucharist. 

 

O.C.I.A. STEPS 

• The Pre-catechumenate, or period of inquiry, welcomes newcomers 

to ask questions and share their stories as they begin to learn more 

about the Church. 

• The Catechumenate is a time of serious and dedicated formation, 

often in a group setting with other newcomers to the Catholic Faith. 

• The Period of Purification and Enlightenment, which coincides with 

Lent, is a period of continued instruction coupled with more intensive 

preparation and prayer.  This period culminates with the Sacraments of 

initiation (baptism, confirmation, holy Eucharist), bringing the 

candidates and catechumens into the full communion of the Catholic 

Church, usually at Easter Vigil.  (A candidate is a baptized Christian; a 

catechumen is an unbaptized candidate.) 

• Mystagogy is the time after the newly initiated have been fully 

received into the Church. 

• All of these stages are marked by distinct liturgical rites. 


