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The following are the Scripture readings listed in the Lectionary to be used in the Order of Christian
Funerals:

#1011 – FIRST READINGS FROM THE OLD TESTAMENT
1. 2 Maccabees 12:43-46 He acted in an excellent and noble way as he had the resurrection of the

dead in view.
2. Job 19:1, 23-27a I know that my Vindicator lives.
3. Wisdom 3:1-9 [Long form] As sacrificial offerings he took them to himself.

    or Wisdom 3:1-6, 9 [Short form]
4. Wisdom 4:7-15 An unsullied life, the attainment of old age.
5. Isaiah 25:6a, 7-9 He will destroy death forever.
6. Lamentations 3:17-26 It is good to hope in silence for the saving help of the Lord.
7. Daniel 12:1-3 Many of those who sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake.

#1012 – FIRST READINGS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT DURING THE EASTER SEASON
1. Acts 10:34-43 [Long form] He is the one appointed by God as judge of the living and the dead.

     or Acts 10:34-36, 42-43 [Short form]
2. Revelation 14:13 Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.
3. Revelation 20:11–21:1 The dead were judged according to their deeds.
4. Revelation 21:1-5a, 6b-7 There shall be no more death.

The following Scripture readings are also found in the Lectionary and may be used to supplement those
found in the Order of Christian Funerals:

SUPPLEMENTAL OLD TESTAMENT READINGS FOR THE FIRST READING
1. Proverbs 31:10-13, 19-20, 30-31 (#157) She works with loving hands.
2. Ecclesiastes 3:1-11 (#453) There is a time for everything under the heavens.
3. Songs 2:8-14 (#197) Hark! my lover comes, springing across the mountains.
4. Songs 8:6-7 (#731-1) Stern as death is love.
5. Sirach 44:1, 10-15 (#606) Their name lives on and on.
6. Sirach 26:1-4, 13-16 (#801-8) Like the sun rising in the Lord’s heavens, the beauty of a virtuous wife

is the radiance of her home
7. Sirach 3:2-7, 12-14 (#17) Those who fear the Lord honor their parents.
8. Isaiah 35:1-6a, 10 (#7) God himself will come to save us.
9. Isaiah 40:25-31 (#183) The Lord God is almighty and gives strength to the fainting.

10. Isaiah 41:8-10, 13-14 (#877-3) You are my servant whom I have chosen, whom I will not cast off.
11. Isaiah 57:15-19 (#887-3) Peace, peace for all, both far and near.
12. Isaiah 61:1-3a (#719-6) The Lord has anointed me; he has sent me to bring glad tidings to the

lowly.
13. Isaiah 65:17-21 (#244) No longer shall the sound of weeping or the sound of crying be heard.
14. Ezekiel 34:11-16 (#172) I myself will pasture my sheep and I myself will give them rest.
15. Ezekiel 37:12-14 (#34) I will put my spirit in you that you may live.
16. Micah 6:6-8 (#737-17) You have been told, O man, what the Lord requires of you.
17. Zephaniah 3:16b-20 (#867-4) At that time, I will gather you.
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The following are the Scripture readings listed in the Lectionary to be used in the Order of Christian
Funerals:

#1014 – SECOND READINGS FROM THE NEW TESTAMENT
1. Romans 5:5-11 Since we are now justified by his Blood, we will be saved through him

from the wrath.
2. Romans 5:17-21 Where sin increased, grace overflowed all the more.
3. Romans 6:3-9 [Long form] We too might live in newness of life.

     or Romans 6:3-4, 8-9 [Short form]
4. Romans 8:14-23 We also groan within ourselves as we wait for adoption, the redemption

of our bodies.
5. Romans 8:31b-35, 37-39 What will separate us from the love of Christ?
6. Romans 14:7-9, 10c-12 Whether we live or die, we are the Lord’s.
7. 1 Corinthians 15:20-28 [Long form] So too in Christ shall all be brought to life.

     or 1 Corinthians 15:20-23 [Short form]
8. 1 Corinthians 15:51-57 Death is swallowed up in victory.
9. 2 Corinthians 4:14 - 5:1 What is seen is transitory, but what is unseen is eternal.

10. 2 Corinthians 5:1, 6-10 We have a building from God, eternal in heaven.
11. Philippians 3:20-21 He will change our lowly bodies to conform to his glory.
12. 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Thus we shall always be with the Lord.
13. 2 Timothy 2:8-13 If we have died with him we shall also live with him.
14. 1 John 3:1-2 We shall see him as he is.
15. 1 John 3:14-16 We know that we have passed from death to life because we love our

brothers.

The following Scripture readings are also found in the Lectionary and may be used to supplement those
found in the Order of Christian Funerals:

SUPPLEMENTAL NEW TESTAMENT READINGS FOR THE SECOND READING
1. Ephesians 3:14-21 (#476) Rooted and grounded in love, you may be filled with the fullness of

God.
2. 2 Timothy 4:6-8, 17-18 (#591) From now on the crown of righteousness awaits me.
3. 1 Peter 1:3-9 (#43) God has given us new birth to a living hope through the resurrection of

Jesus Christ from the dead.
4. Revelation 22:1-7 (#508) Night will be no more, for the Lord God shall give them light.
5. Romans 12:1-2 (#124) Offer your bodies as a living sacrifice.
6. 1 Corinthians 12:31 - 13:13 (#445) If I do not have love, I gain nothing.
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The following are the Scripture readings listed in the Lectionary to be used in the Order of Christian
Funerals:

#1016 – GOSPEL READINGS 
1. Matthew 5:1-12a Rejoice and be glad, for your reward will be great in heaven.
2. Matthew 11:25-30 Come to me and I will give you rest.
3. Matthew 25:1-13 Behold the bridegroom! Come out to him!
4. Matthew 25:31-46 Come, you who are blessed by my Father.
5. Mark 15:33-39; 16:1-6 [Long form] Jesus gave a loud cry and breathed his last.

     or Mark 15:33-39 [Short form]
6. Luke 7:11-17 Young man, I tell you, arise!
7. Luke 12:35-40 You also must be prepared.
8. Luke 23:33, 39-43 Today you will be with me in Paradise.
9. Luke 23:44-46, 50, 52-53; 24:1-6a [Long form]     Father, into your hands I commend my spirit.

     or Luke 23:44-46, 50, 52-53 [Short form]
10. Luke 24:13-35 [Long form] Was it not necessary that the Christ should suffer these things and enter

into his glory?
     or Luke 24:13-16, 28-35 [Short form]

11. John 5:24-29 Whoever hears my word and believes has passed from death to life.
12. John 6:37-40 Everyone who sees the Son and believes in him may have eternal life

and I shall raise him on the last day.
13. John 6:51-59 Whoever eats this bread will live forever, and I will raise them up on

the last day.
14. John 11:17-27 [Long form] I am the resurrection and the life.

     or John 11:21-27 [Short form ]
15. John 11:32-45 Lazarus, come out!
16. John 12:23-28 [Long form] If it dies, it produces much fruit.

     or John 12:23-26 [Short form]
17. John 14:1-6 In my Father’s house there are many dwellings.
18. John 17:24-26 I wish that where I am they also may be with me.
19. John 19:17-18, 25-39 And bowing his head he handed over his Spirit.

The following Scripture readings are also found in the Lectionary and may be used to supplement those
found in the Order of Christian Funerals:

SUPPLEMENTAL GOSPEL READINGS
1. Matthew 6:19-23 (#369) For where your treasure is, there also will your heart be.
2. Luke 1:67-79 (#200) The daybreak from on high has visited us.
3. John 3:13-17 (#638) So the Son of Man must be lifted up.
4. John 10:11-18 (#50) The good shepherd lays down his life for the sheep.
5. John 10:27-30 (#51) I give my sheep eternal life.
6. John 16:20-23 (#295) No one will take your joy away from you.
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